
Stagecoach Group carbon emissions and carbon intensity 2011-12  
 
Stagecoach Group’s sustainability strategy, Revolution in the Way We Travel, sets out the Group’s programme and targets to reduce the environmental 
impact of its businesses in the UK and North America. The five-year programme, from 2009-10 to 2013-14, is targeting an overall reduction of 8% in buildings 
CO2e emissions and a cut of 3% in annual fleet transport CO2e emissions.  
 
The baseline used for the Group’s carbon reduction targets is the performance of our UK Bus, UK Rail, United States and Canada operations for the financial 
year 1 May 2007 to 30 April 2008. This data is used as the basis for future improvement and specific targets for our individual divisions.  
 
Work was undertaken in 2012 to restate the Stagecoach Group carbon baseline to reflect a number of significant changes in the business. These changes 
included:  
 

 acquisition of East London Bus Group (ELBG) in October 2010  

 disposal of Stagecoach Metrolink and Preston Bus in 2011  

 introduction of lifecycle emissions accounting for biodiesel in UK  

 removal of four entities in the United States as a result of the creation of the TwinAmerica joint venture  

 adjustments for other smaller acquisitions and disposals  

 accounting changes and removal of smaller buildings emission sources under de minimis rules  

 improvements in site portfolio accuracy and data availability data since the original baseline was prepared in 2008  
 
We have used reporting methodology from the World Business Council for Sustainable Development and UK, US and Canadian Government factors for 
determining CO2 emissions. The new specification harmonises carbon reporting across the Group in respect of its carbon footprint, key performance 
indicators (KPIs), the Carbon Trust Standard and the Carbon Reduction Commitment Energy Efficiency Scheme. It conforms to UK government guidelines for 
greenhouse gas reporting:  
 
The baseline is split into three scopes:  
 

 Scope 1 – combustion of fleet fuel, buildings gas and gasoil, fugitive refrigerant emissions  

 Scope 2 – buildings electricity  

 Scope 3 – lifecycle emissions of fleet fuel and buildings electricity (losses in transmission and distribution – previously reported under scope 2)  
 
The scale and geographic footprint of our operations can change as our commercial and contracted services develop. A measure called Carbon Intensity (kg 
CO2 per £ of turnover) is regarded as a more meaningful method of year-on-year comparisons.  
 

Consistent with the Carbon Trust Standard, Scope 1 and Scope 2 emissions (building and fleet energy) have been used for this purpose. This reflects the fact 

that the collation of refrigerant and Scope 3 emissions data is still developing across the Group. 

 



CARBON EMISSIONS AND CARBON INTENSITY, 2011-12  

DIVISION 
SCOPE 1 

EMISSIONS  
SCOPE 2 

EMISSIONS  
SCOPE 3 

EMISSIONS  

CARBON 
FOOTPRINT 

(metric tonnes of 
CO2e)  

CARBON 
INTENSITY 
(kgCO2e/ 

£turnover)  

CARBON 
INTENSITY 
CHANGE v 

BASELINE % 

UK Bus  577,159 16,711 139,126 732,996 0.64 -18% 

UK Rail  178,604 223,691 54,681 456,976 0.40 -23% 

United States  163,410 4,762 0 168,171 0.70 -37% 

Canada  38,366 273 0 38,638 0.63 -26% 

Group HQ and Shared 
Service Centre 

0 629 50 679   

TOTAL 957,539 246,065 193,857 1,397,461 0.54 -22% 

Notes: Data is rounded to nearest tonne. There are areas that can be omitted where there fall under the de minimis rule, which allows elements below 1% of 
the total to be omitted within a total de minimis limit of 5%. The following elements are not included in the footprint data: fuel for company cars, small supplies 
and heating fuels for buildings, small fugitive refrigerant emissions, waste and business travel. 

To put the above data in context, one tonne of CO2 is equivalent in energy it takes to:  

 boil water for 93,023 cups of tea  

 drive 2,874 miles in a medium sized petrol car  

 leave a 60W light bulb on constantly for nearly 4.5 years.  

 power an average home for 10 weeks 

 


